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The BC & Yukon Division of the MS Society of Canada participates in the National Awards Program as well as managing division level awards. 

The BC & Yukon Division Awards consist of two categories: Awards and Certificates. The following information is about the division level awards only. Information on the Division Certificates and National Awards Program are available separately. 

Who may nominate: Nominations to all awards described below can be made by members and staff of the MS Society of Canada, and submitted to the BC & Y Division office. The Awards Committee will select award recipients.

All award recipients will be awarded a plaque honouring his/her contribution as a member to the work of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada.

DEADLINE for all awards:
Thursday, October 27, 2011

SUBMIT TO: 


Suzanne Jay






Suzanne.jay@mssociety.ca





Fax: 604-689-0377

· Read the award descriptions carefully to choose the most appropriate award category.

· Submit all information at the same time. 

· Ensure that the confidentiality form is completed and signed by your nominee.

· Only submit typed applications – ideally in electronic format.

· Indicate when the award will be presented if the nominee is selected. There is a space on each nomination for this information. Every effort is made to provide the award plaque in time for presentation at annual general meetings and other events.

Delivery cannot be guaranteed for events taking place before Friday, February 24, 2012.

	Tips for preparing your nomination:

Provide examples for statements. For instance, if the nomination says that “Jane Doe remains dedicated to services and programs for those affected with MS,” outline those programs and services. If the nomination reads that “Jane Doe continues, undaunted, in her activities,” outline the challenges she faced.  Go to www.mssociety.ca/bc/awards.htm to get the “Tip Sheet” to help prepare your nomination.


The BC & Y Division President’s Award is the most prestigious award given by the MS Society at the division level. The Division President’s Award recipient becomes eligible for nomination for the National President’s Award.

It is given to an individual with MS who has made valuable contributions to the MS Society of Canada. The successful candidate has: 

1. Enhanced the influence and position of persons with MS within the Society through their own activities, either by encouraging others to take a role in the Society and/or by setting an example. 

2. Also created greater public awareness of MS to the community-at-large. 

Award Criteria

· Individual has MS

· Involvement in and contribution to the development/growth of the MS Society on a division-wide and/or nationwide scale

· Enhanced the influence of persons with MS within the Society through their own activities

· Impact felt both within the Society and in the community-at-large

The recipient will be presented with a plaque honouring his/her contribution, as a member, to the work of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada.

	NOMINEE INFORMATION

	Name of Nominee:
	

	Date of Birth: 
(MM-DD-YYY)
	

	Address:
	

	City, Prov, Postal Code:
	

	Phone:
	

	Date of MS Diagnosis:
	

	Email:
	


	NOMINATOR INFORMATION

	Name: 
	

	Address:
	

	City, Prov, Postal Code:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


	LOCATION OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION:
	

	DATE OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION:
	

	STAFF PERSON PRESENTING THE PLAQUE:
	


1. Describe Nominee’s past and present MS symptoms

2. Describe Nominee’s past and present initiatives and endeavors 
(Leadership qualities, resourcefulness, perseverance, adaptability, compassion, tolerance and membership/affiliations)

a. Personal (self/family,etc.)

b. Community (other persons/groups)

c. MS Society or Group

3. Describe Nominee’s past and present achievements

a. Personal (self/family,etc.)

b. Community (other persons/groups)

c. MS Society or Group

4. List Nominee’s major activities chronologically, beginning with the most recent activity (state whether activity was volunteer, full-time employment or part time employment, etc.)

	DATE

YYYY/MM/DD
	ACTIVITY AND DESCRIPTION

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


If additional space required, please attach separate page.

5.
Additional comments (eg. economic need, etc.)
PRIVACY STATEMENT / RELEASE OF INFORMATION

The MS Society of Canada collects the personal information requested on the award nomination forms for the purpose of recognizing the achievements and contributions of individuals and groups in support of our mission statement.  By completing the release of information section on the nomination form you hereby consent to the collection, use and disclosure by the MS Society of your personal information and/or image in accordance with the MS Society privacy policy. Disclosure of personal information and/or images may include, but is not limited to, committees, members, and the general public via public presentation, print materials, media releases and our website. A copy of our privacy policy may be obtained at www.mssociety.ca or by calling 1-800-268-7582.

I, 
, hereby give my permission to the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada to release pertinent personal information and/or my image for the purpose of this nomination.

Furthermore, I agree to serve as the focus for publicity regarding the commitment and work of caregivers to persons with MS and, if appropriate, allowing my name to be submitted as a nominee for the Multiple Sclerosis International Federation’s Reid Nicholson Award.

DATED AT 
, IN THE PROVINCE OF
, 

THIS 
 DAY OF 
, 2011.

NOMINATED BY 
  DATE 

The BC & Yukon Division of the MS Society of Canada participates in the National Awards Program as well as managing division level awards. 

The BC & Yukon Division Awards consist of two categories: Awards and Certificates. The following information is about the division level awards only. Information on the Division Certificates and National Awards Program are available separately. 

Who may nominate: Nominations to all awards described below can be made by members and staff of the MS Society of Canada, and submitted to the BC & Y Division office. The Awards Committee will select award recipients.

All award recipients will be awarded a plaque honouring his/her contribution as a member to the work of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada.

DEADLINE for all awards:
Thursday, October 27, 2011

SUBMIT TO: 


Suzanne Jay






Suzanne.jay@mssociety.ca





Fax: 604-689-0377

· Read the award descriptions carefully to choose the most appropriate award category.

· Submit all information at the same time. 

· Ensure that the confidentiality form is completed and signed by your nominee.

· Only submit typed applications – ideally in electronic format.

· Indicate when the award will be presented if the nominee is selected. There is a space on each nomination for this information. Every effort is made to provide the award plaque in time for presentation at annual general meetings and other events.

Delivery cannot be guaranteed for events taking place before Friday, February 24, 2012.

	Tips for preparing your nomination:

Provide examples for statements. For instance, if the nomination says that “Jane Doe remains dedicated to services and programs for those affected with MS,” outline those programs and services. If the nomination reads that “Jane Doe continues, undaunted, in her activities,” outline the challenges she faced.  Go to www.mssociety.ca/bc/awards.htm to get the “Tip Sheet” to help prepare your nomination.


The Opal Award was established in 1993 by the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada to recognize those who are or have been caregivers to people with multiple sclerosis and who have demonstrated outstanding commitment and caring.

The award was initiated to acknowledge the dedication and devotion displayed by Jack Opal and his daughter Minda in supporting and caring for Evelyn Opal, founding member of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada, in her personal struggle with MS.

Award Criteria:

· Individual who is caring or has cared for someone with MS

· Involvement with the MS Society at any level

· Demonstrated exceptional care for a person with MS attending to his/her own personal growth and development

· The nominee need not be a relative

The recipient of the BC & Yukon Division Opal Award will be nominated for the MS Society Opal Award at the national level.

Multiple Sclerosis International Federation nomination: Recipients of the national level Opal Award become eligible for nomination by the MS Society of Canada for the MS International Federation’s Evelyn Nicholson Award for International Caregiver. 

The National Opal Award recipient, as well as each Division Opal Award recipient, will receive an engraved plaque that will be presented individually and at a time convenient to all parties.

Wide dissemination of information about the award through the chapter network, membership, MS clinics and community organizations is encouraged.
	NOMINEE INFORMATION

	Name of Nominee:
	

	Address:
	

	City, Prov, Postal Code:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


	NOMINATOR INFORMATION

	Name of Nominator: 
	

	Address:
	

	City, Prov, Postal Code:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


	LOCATION OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION:
	

	DATE OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION:
	

	STAFF PERSON PRESENTING THE PLAQUE:
	


Please include the following information:

1. Brief summary about the person with MS including past and present symptoms (i.e. date of diagnosis, symptoms that occur during attacks, etc.)

2. Commitment of care - how nominee has cared for the person with MS.

a. Number of years and/or portion of each day devoted to providing care

b. Special activities that the nominee and the person with MS do together (i.e.travel, sports events, family activities, etc.

c. Impact on life of person with MS (i.e. remain at home, continue to work, encourage outside interests such as hobbies and volunteerism, etc.)

3. Family stability - nominee’s contribution to the stability and health of the entire family

4. Personal development - how nominee focused on his/her own personal growth while caring for the person with MS

a. Hobbies

b. Membership in organizations

c. Volunteer activities outside the MS Society, etc.

5. Nominee’s contribution or involvement with the MS Society at any level of the organization (chapter, division and/or national). Provide brief summary on roles, responsibilities and/or outcomes.

a. If applicable, mention how the nominee has made it possible for the person he/she care for to become involved.

PRIVACY STATEMENT / RELEASE OF INFORMATION
The MS Society of Canada collects the personal information requested on the award nomination forms for the purpose of recognizing the achievements and contributions of individuals and groups in support of our mission statement.  By completing the release of information section on the nomination form you hereby consent to the collection, use and disclosure by the MS Society of your personal information and/or image in accordance with the MS Society privacy policy. Disclosure of personal information and/or images may include, but is not limited to, committees, members, and the general public via public presentation, print materials, media releases and our website. A copy of our privacy policy may be obtained at www.mssociety.ca or by calling 1-800-268-7582.

I, 
, hereby give my permission to the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada to release pertinent personal information and/or my image for the purpose of this nomination.

Furthermore, I agree to serve as the focus for publicity regarding the commitment and work of caregivers to persons with MS and, if appropriate, allowing my name to be submitted as a nominee for the Multiple Sclerosis International Federation’s Reid Nicholson Award.

DATED AT 
, IN THE PROVINCE OF
, 

THIS 
 DAY OF 
, 2011.

NOMINATED BY 
  DATE 

The BC & Yukon Division of the MS Society of Canada participates in the National Awards Program as well as managing division level awards. 

The BC & Yukon Division Awards consist of two categories: Awards and Certificates. The following information is about the division level awards only. Information on the Division Certificates and National Awards Program are available separately. 

Who may nominate: Nominations to all awards described below can be made by members and staff of the MS Society of Canada, and submitted to the BC & Y Division office. The Awards Committee will select award recipients.

All award recipients will be awarded a plaque honouring his/her contribution as a member to the work of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada.

DEADLINE for all awards:
Thursday, October 27, 2011

SUBMIT TO: 


Suzanne Jay






Suzanne.jay@mssociety.ca





Fax: 604-689-0377

· Read the award descriptions carefully to choose the most appropriate award category.

· Submit all information at the same time. 

· Ensure that the confidentiality form is completed and signed by your nominee.

· Only submit typed applications – ideally in electronic format.

· Indicate when the award will be presented if the nominee is selected. There is a space on each nomination for this information. Every effort is made to provide the award plaque in time for presentation at annual general meetings and other events.

Delivery cannot be guaranteed for events taking place before Friday, February 24, 2012.

	Tips for preparing your nomination:

Provide examples for statements. For instance, if the nomination says that “Jane Doe remains dedicated to services and programs for those affected with MS,” outline those programs and services. If the nomination reads that “Jane Doe continues, undaunted, in her activities,” outline the challenges she faced.  Go to www.mssociety.ca/bc/awards.htm to get the “Tip Sheet” to help prepare your nomination.


The Division Award of Merit, Member, recognizes an outstanding contribution by a member of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada in furthering the work of the MS Society on a provincial/regional basis.  
Award Criteria:

· Individual, organization or group actively involved with the MS Society and has had Division-wide impact

· Active member of the MS Society

· Significant contribution to the development/growth in one or more of the following areas:
· Client services
· Public education
· Social action
· Fundraising
· Research
· Volunteer management
· Governance on a division-wide basis
	NOMINEE
	

	ADDRESS
	

	CITY, PROV & POSTAL CODE
	

	PHONE NUMBER
	

	E-MAIL
	


	NOMINATOR
	

	ADDRESS
	

	CITY, PROV & POSTAL CODE
	

	PHONE NUMBER
	

	E-MAIL
	


LOCATION OF PLQUE PRESENTATION: _________________

DATE OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION: ____________________

STAFF PERSON PRESENTING THE PLAQUE: _____________

Our nominee has made an outstanding contribution by:

(Please attach information or testimonial.)

You may find this checklist useful in preparing your nomination:

· Length of service




· Leadership skills

· Inspiration to others

· Enthusiasm and creativity

· Improved public understanding of MS

· Organizational skills
PRIVACY STATEMENT / RELEASE OF INFORMATION

The MS Society of Canada collects the personal information requested on the award nomination forms for the purpose of recognizing the achievements and contributions of individuals and groups in support of our mission statement.  By completing the release of information section on the nomination form you hereby consent to the collection, use and disclosure by the MS Society of your personal information and/or image in accordance with the MS Society privacy policy. Disclosure of personal information and/or images may include, but is not limited to, committees, members, and the general public via public presentation, print materials, media releases and our website. A copy of our privacy policy may be obtained at www.mssociety.ca or by calling 1-800-268-7582.

I, 
, hereby give my permission to the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada to release pertinent personal information and/or my image for the purpose of this nomination.

DATED AT 
, IN THE PROVINCE OF
, 

THIS 
 DAY OF 
, 2011.

NOMINATED BY 
  DATE 

The BC & Yukon Division of the MS Society of Canada participates in the National Awards Program as well as managing division level awards. 

The BC & Yukon Division Awards consist of two categories: Awards and Certificates. The following information is about the division level awards only. Information on the Division Certificates and National Awards Program are available separately. 

Who may nominate: Nominations to all awards described below can be made by members and staff of the MS Society of Canada, and submitted to the BC & Y Division office. The Awards Committee will select award recipients.

All award recipients will be awarded a plaque honouring his/her contribution as a member to the work of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada.

DEADLINE for all awards:
Thursday, October 27, 2011

SUBMIT TO: 


Suzanne Jay






Suzanne.jay@mssociety.ca





Fax: 604-689-0377

· Read the award descriptions carefully to choose the most appropriate award category.

· Submit all information at the same time. 

· Ensure that the confidentiality form is completed and signed by your nominee.

· Only submit typed applications – ideally in electronic format.

· Indicate when the award will be presented if the nominee is selected. There is a space on each nomination for this information. Every effort is made to provide the award plaque in time for presentation at annual general meetings and other events.

Delivery cannot be guaranteed for events taking place before Friday, February 24, 2012.




The Division Award of Merit, Non-Member, recognizes an outstanding contribution by a non-member of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada [individual(s), group(s) or business(es) which do not have a direct affiliation with the MS Society of Canada] in furthering the work of the MS Society on a provincial/regional basis.  The contribution may have been made in any of the following areas:  client services, public education, government relations, fundraising, research or administration.  

Award Criteria:

· Individual, organization or group actively involved with the MS Society and has had division-wide impact. 

· Non-member of the MS Society 

· Significant contribution to the development/growth in one or more of the following areas:

· Client services
· Public education
· Social action
· Fundraising
· Research
· Volunteer management
· Governance on a division-wide basis

	NOMINEE
	

	ADDRESS
	

	CITY, PROV & POSTAL CODE
	

	PHONE NUMBER
	

	EMAIL
	


	NOMINATOR
	

	ADDRESS
	

	CITY, PROV & POSTAL CODE
	

	PHONE NUMBER
	

	EMAIL
	


LOCATION OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION: _________________

DATE OF PLAQUE PRESENTATION: ____________________

STAFF PERSON PRESENTING THE PLAQUE: _____________




Our nominee has made an outstanding contribution by:

(Please attach information or testimonial.)

You may find this checklist useful in preparing your nomination:

· Length of service




· Leadership skills

· Inspiration to others

· Enthusiasm and creativity

· Improved public understanding of MS

· Organizational skills

· Amount raised (if fundraising)


PRIVACY STATEMENT / RELEASE OF INFORMATION

The MS Society of Canada collects the personal information requested on the award nomination forms for the purpose of recognizing the achievements and contributions of individuals and groups in support of our mission statement. By completing the release of information section on the nomination form you hereby consent to the collection, use and disclosure by the MS Society of your personal information and/or image in accordance with the MS Society privacy policy. Disclosure of personal information and/or images may include, but is not limited to, committees, members, and the general public via public presentation, print materials, media releases and our website. A copy of our privacy policy may be obtained at www.mssociety.ca or by calling 1-800-268-7582. 

I,  FORMTEXT 







, hereby give my permission to the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada to release pertinent personal information and/or my image for the purpose of this nomination. 

	SIGNATURE  FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 

	

	DATED AT
	
	IN THE PROVINCE OF
	

	THIS
	
	DAY OF
	
	, 2011.


Any staff or member of the MS Society of Canada, BC & Yukon Division can nominate a person or organization for this award. Nominees do not have to be members of the MS Society but it is encouraged that they maintain membership. BC & Yukon Division will award a maximum of one Certificate of Exceptional Achievement in each of the above four areas.

The BC & Yukon Division Awards Committee will select the recipients of these awards. The committee will reserve the right to not award a Certificate of Exceptional Achievement in any of the categories if the criteria have not been met.  In the event of a disagreement at the committee level, nominations will be forwarded to the BC & Yukon Division Executive Committee for determination.

All award recipients will be recognized at the BC & Yukon Division Recognition Event. The certificates will be personally presented at the BC & Yukon Division Recognition Event and/or chapter events as appropriate. 

DEADLINE for all awards:
Thursday, October 27, 2011

SUBMIT TO: 


Suzanne Jay






Suzanne.jay@mssociety.ca





Fax: 604-689-0377

Please: 

· Read the award descriptions carefully to choose the most appropriate award category.

· Submit all information at the same time. 

· Ensure that the confidentiality form is completed and signed by your nominee.

· Only submit typed applications – ideally in electronic format.

Indicate when the certificate will be presented if the nominee is selected. There is a space on each nomination for this information. Every effort is made to provide the certificate in time for presentation at annual general meetings and other events.

Delivery cannot be guaranteed for events taking place before Friday, February 24, 2012.

	Tips for preparing your nomination: Provide examples for statements. For instance, if the nomination says that “Jane Doe remains dedicated to services and programs for those affected with MS,” outline those programs and services. If the nomination reads that “Jane Doe continues, undaunted, in her activities,” outline the challenges she faced.  Go to www.mssociety.ca/bc/awards.htm to get the “Tip Sheet” to help prepare your nomination.


PURPOSE:

Certificates of Exceptional Achievement are intended to recognize the outstanding effort and support to end MS by the following: 

1. Business/Corporation

2. Community Group

3. Media

4. Service Volunteer

CRITERIA:

“Outstanding effort and support” shall be defined as rising to meet the challenge presented by an unusual circumstance and/or displaying a measure of commitment, initiative, energy and dedication above and beyond that which would normally be expected.

Definitions:

1. Business/Corporation:
is a private enterprise which contributes its business expertise or services to the MS Society. The “Business/Corporation” can be an individual (sole proprietor of a business) or a group.

2. Community Group:
is defined as a group of people external to the MS Society and its events which contributes significantly to achieving the mission of the MS Society, such as 3rd party  event organizers, partner organizations who supply services, programs, labour or materials etc.

3. Media:
is defined as any local (chapter or division-wide) media group that significantly supports the MS Society such as local newspapers, radio stations, etc.

4. Service Volunteer:
is defined as any person who volunteers their services in the chapter or division offices at events or with programs.

	NOMINEE
	

	ADDRESS
	

	CITY, PROV & POSTAL CODE
	

	PHONE NUMBER
	

	E-MAIL
	

	CONTACT NAME (if nominee is a group category
	


CATEGORY:

Please designate one category for which the nominee is being nominated:

	
	 Business/Corporation
	
	 Community Group

	
	 Media
	
	 Service Volunteer


AREA OF INVOLVEMENT:

Please designate the program area that the nominee was involved in by marking all areas that apply to this nominee:

	
	 Administration
	
	 Government & Community   
 Relations

	
	 Education
	
	 Volunteer Management

	
	 Fundraising
	
	 Board of Directors

	
	 Client Services
	
	 Other


Please provide a detailed, typed description of the Nominee’s work and his/her accomplishments as follows:
Your detailed description must include:

1. The reason(s) you believe the nominee is deserving of this particular award

2. The reason(s) you believe the nominee’s actions represent “outstanding effort and support”, above and beyond that which would normally be expected as defined by this Award’s criteria.

Provide additional details on as many of the following:

1. Describe the nominee’s reasons or motivation for volunteering


2. What initiatives were used to meet the needs of chapter members or the community?

3. Give details of how the nominee built and attracted support and/or helped raise funds

4. List the ways in which the membership benefits from the nominee’s work

5. Identify actions demonstrating any of the following characteristics: leadership, creativity, morale builder, organizational skills

6. What impact has the nominee made on the chapter or division?

7. How have the nominee’s actions furthered the fight against MS?

8. The approximate number of hours that were contributed by the nominee in 2010/2011.

In order to maintain fairness to all nominees, a maximum of 3 pages (single-sided) will be accepted.  Additional pages will not be taken into consideration by the awards committee.

Nominations my also include up to 4 relevant documents to support the candidate’s accomplishments (e.g. publications, letters of support, press clippings).

Nominated by:

	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	

	Phone:
	


APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

[image: image1.wmf] Completed application form submitted by the nominee or division awards administrator. 

 

[image: image2.wmf]A written detailed overview describing the nominee

’

s significant contributions and 

achievements in the award category selected.


[image: image3.wmf]Signed privacy statement / release of information 

 

PRIVACY STATEMENT / RELEASE OF INFORMATION

The MS Society of Canada collects the personal information requested on the award nomination forms for the purpose of recognizing the achievements and contributions of individuals and groups in support of our mission statement.  By completing the release of information section on the nomination form you hereby consent to the collection, use and disclosure by the MS Society of your personal information and/or image in accordance with the MS Society privacy policy. Disclosure of personal information and/or images may include, but is not limited to, committees, members, and the general public via public presentation, print materials, media releases and our website. A copy of our privacy policy may be obtained at www.mssociety.ca or by calling 1-800-268-7582.

I, 
, hereby give my permission to the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada to release pertinent personal information and/or my image for the purpose of this nomination.

Furthermore, I agree to serve as the focus for publicity regarding the commitment and work of MS Society supporters.

DATED AT 
, IN THE PROVINCE OF
, 

THIS 
 DAY OF 
, 2011.

NOMINATED BY 
  DATE 

BC & Yukon Division President’s Award
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